Antagonism of effects of vasopressin (AVP) on inhibitory avoidance by a vasopressin antagonist peptide [dPtyr(Me)AVP].
After training in two different passive avoidance tasks, the platform box of Ader and De Wied (1972) and the Jarvik box of Jarvik and Kopp (1967), rats injected with vasopressin immediately following the training trial showed a significant enhancement of retention 24 hours later. This vasopressin effect was reversed by high doses of the vasopressor antagonist, dPtyr(Me) AVP. These results support the hypothesis that the visceral afferent signals may be involved in the apparent memory-enhancing effects of AVP, but the high doses of antagonist required suggest that factors other than a simple reversal of the pressor effects of AVP may be important.